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Petition title: Introduce the mandatory microchipping of cats in Wales

Text of petition: Microchipping is part of responsible pet ownership and has
countless benefits for both cat and owner. If a persons cat becomes lost,
stolen or gets injured, a microchip is the best chance for reunification.
Microchips are not just beneficial for the cat and owners who love them, but
also eases strain on the organisations who have to handle and treat
unidentifiable cats.

Cats Protection estimates more than a fifth of cats are not microchipped in
Wales, regardless of relentless campaigning.

We were involved in the UK Bill which ultimately led to the upcoming 2022
England regulations, and continue to work with DEFRA on this as
stakeholders yet, due to animal welfare being a devolved issue, unfortunately
this will not apply to Wales. The UK Government have now published their
response and results of the public consultations, and we would like to see
this extended to Wales to help benefit the cats and owners.

Also, a previous successful Senedd petition (P-05-779) of ours saw Wales
become the first all scanning nation in the world as all Welsh local authorities
opted to scan cats collected. However, this was voluntary action which, since
2017, has since slipped in some areas. We would appreciate the issue of
scanning to be re-looked at my the committee.
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1. Background

England. Of the 3,140 responses, 99% supported madatory microchipping of cats.

The respondents who supported mandatory microchipping stated the following
advantages:

. Increased chance of successful reunification of pet and owner if the cat
gets lost or stolen;

] Peace of mind for the owner and closure for owners whose cats are
found injured/dead;

. Quicker reunification means less time spent by rehoming centres trying
to trace keepers; and

. Enables a distinction to be made between a feral cat and a suspected
stray that has an owner.

Respondents opposed to mandatory microchipping cited the following
disadvantages:

. Elderly or people with disabilities may be disadvantaged in terms of
accessing information about compulsory microchipping of cats;

. Local authorities do not have the resources to enforce requirements;

. The rationale for microchipping dogs was to ensure public safety and
prevent nuisance, this does not apply to cats to the same degree; and

. Operation of microchip database systems should be improved before
compulsory microchipping is introduced.



https://www.cats.org.uk/media/8115/wales-cats-report.pdf
https://www.cats.org.uk/media/10005/cats-2021-full-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/microchipping-cats-in-england-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/microchipping-cats-in-england-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cat-microchipping-to-be-made-mandatory
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/action-plan-for-animal-welfare
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/action-plan-for-animal-welfare
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-57068182
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2015/1990/contents/made
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-39742812
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-39742812
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Compulsory microchipping is a further example of where legislation
between cats and dogs currently differs in Wales. While the compulsory
microchipping of dogs has been in force in Wales since 2015, there are
no firm commitments relevant to cat microchipping in place as of yet.

organisations and charities may encourage pet owners to microchip their pets by
offering the service for free or at a reduced rate.

2. Welsh Government action

microchipping of cats. The Welsh Government commissioned research to
investigate the effectiveness of existing dog microchipping regulations in
partnership with the UK and Scottish Governments. The report will outline any
potential benefits of extending the regulations to include cats.

whether the Code of Practice needed to be updated. The consultation expressly
asked for comments and advice on microchipping.

recommendation from the Welsh Government for cat owners to microchip their
cats but believes legislation is required. The group highlighted that many charities
operate schemes across Wales to help with the cost of microchipping, especially
for those on low incomes.

microchipping of cats. The charity said that although microchipping dogs is a
legal requirement in Wales, there have been “significant issues with the
implementation”. These issues must be understood before mandatory
microchipping of cats can be effectively introduced.

compliance with microchipping legislation is poor. One of their



https://politicalanimal.rspca.org.uk/documents/15717622/0/RSPCA+Cymru+Rolling+Brief_+Questions+to+the+Minister+for+Rural+Affairs%2C+North+Wales+%26+Trefnydd%2C++09+March+2022.pdf/0fbfcece-1b72-bcb4-fc07-b659292d5c46?version=1.0&t=1646834834134&download=true
https://www.cats.org.uk/help-and-advice/neutering-and-vaccinations/microchipping-your-cat
https://gov.wales/animal-welfare-plan-wales-2021-26
https://gov.wales/animal-welfare-plan-wales-2021-26
https://gov.wales/cat-welfare-code-practice
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/45/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/45/contents
https://gov.wales/code-practice-welfare-cats
https://gov.wales/code-practice-welfare-cats
https://gov.wales/code-practice-welfare-cats
https://gov.wales/dog-breeding-review-animal-welfare-breeding-dogs-wales-regulations-2014
https://gov.wales/dog-breeding-review-animal-welfare-breeding-dogs-wales-regulations-2014
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recommendations to increase compliance is for a single integrated database of
microchip registrations to be created, accessible to police and local authorities,
and implemented at either a country or UK level. In response to this
recommendation, the Welsh Government said, “There are no immediate plans to

propose amendments to the Animal Welfare (Breeding of Dogs) (Wales)
Regulations 2014".

The Code of Practice for the Welfare of Cats was updated in 2019. The Code of
Practice does not expressly advise the microchipping of cats. Instead, it informs
owners that microchipping is “the preferred method of identification” as this will
‘speed [the cats] return to you”.

3. Welsh Parliament action

Our Animal Welfare Plan for Wales (AWPW) includes a commitment to
consider extending compulsory microchipping to include kittens and
cats in Wales. Proposals in this area will draw upon research published in
2021 which was joint-funded with other GB administrations. Following
completion of our analysis of the research, we will consider whether any
amendments are required on the current microchipping regulations for
dogs and possible new measures for kittens and cats. Any proposed
changes would be subject to a full public consultation process.

We cannot commit to a specific timeline at this point but the AWPW
covers the period from 2021-26.

In response to a written question in March regarding ensuring all dog and cat
microchipping databases will be accessible through a single point of entry, the
Minster said:

There have been two recent research reports published - about
microchipping and responsible dog ownership. Additionally, a policy
paper about pet theft, published by Defra, the Home Office and the



https://gov.wales/dog-breeding-review-animal-welfare-breeding-dogs-wales-regulations-2014
https://record.senedd.wales/Search/?query=%22microchipping+of+cats%22
https://record.senedd.wales/Search/?query=%22microchipping+of+cats%22
https://record.assembly.wales/OrderPaper/WrittenQuestions/16-3-2022
https://record.assembly.wales/OrderPaper/WrittenQuestions/16-3-2022
https://record.assembly.wales/OrderPaper/WrittenQuestions/15-3-2022
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Ministry of Justice was published in 2021. All of these make reference to
microchipping, database ownership and ease of access.

The Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer is working with colleagues in
other administrations to ensure any future changes to the collection and
use of microchipping data meets the needs of the public and the
enforcement agents alike.

We will continue to work with Defra to consider future changes in
relation to microchipping databases for both cats and dogs. These
discussions will include matters around accessibility and a single point
of entry.

The Minister reiterated the answers to the two written questions in her response
to this petition.

animal welfare in November 2021 during which regulating cat breeding was
discussed with animal welfare organisations. CAWGW welcomed the progress on
introducing mandatory microchipping of cats in Wales.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.



https://record.assembly.wales/Committee/12472

